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RECEIVED 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 


(CURRENTLY AMENDED) A hurdle comprising: 

~a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends; 

b. a first strut descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar; 

c. a second strut descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar, the second 
strut being spaced from the first stmt; 

d. an at least substantially horizontal lower support 1 eg extending from the first strut at or near 
the bottom of the first strut, wherei n the support leg terminates in a collar rota tably 
fit about the first stxu t and the supportlegismovableaboutthe axis ofthe first strut to 
move into and out of coplanar alignment with the first strut and the crossbar. 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 1 wherein the support leg is rotatable about the axis of the first 
strut. 

(CANCELED) 

(CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle of cfaim-3 claim 1 wherein the collar is closely 
situated between a pair of stops radially protruding from the first strut. 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 4 wherein an elastomeric ring extends about the first strut 
between the collar and oneofthe stops, whereby the elastomeric ringbears against the collar and 
resists rotation of the collar about the first strut. 
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(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 1 wherein each strut includes: 

a. first and second strut members adjacently situated in slidable relationship, whereby each! 


b. 


1 

strut may be raised and lowered by sliding its strut members relative to each other, [and 
locking means for lo eking the fiist and second strut members together at discretely spaced 
locations. ! 


(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 6 wherein: 

a. tbe second strut member includes spaced indentations defined along its length, and , 

b. the locking means includes a locking member elastically biased to extend from the first strut 
member into one of the indentations of the second strut member. 


8. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim7 wherein thelockmgmemberiselasttcaflybiasedbyanelastii 
band extending about tbe first strut member. ; 


9. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 8 wherein the elastic b and is a helical spring extending about 
the first strut member. 


1 0. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 8 wherein the second strut member is telescopicaliy situated 


0 


/ 


within the first strut member. 


(CANCELED) 
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(CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle uf Uaim 11 wli t jciii 

ar the first strut m e mber includes a locking apertur e thr o ugh w hich the locking 

member e xtends; 

li« the second strntmemhermchries spac e d indentations defined al o ng its length into 

w h ich the l o cking m e mb e r ma y ext e n d ; and 
c» theluikiiigmembei has a curved surface exten d ing t hrough th e l o ck i ng ape) tui e 
ofthe ill st sti nt nremberand at l e ast partially through one uf the indentations o r 
th e s e cond strut member: 
A hurdle comprising: 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends: 
Ik a first strut descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar: 

c- a secflndLstrut descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar, the 

v 

second strut being spa ced from the first strut! 
d. an at least substantially horizontal lower support leg extending from the first strut 
at or near the bottom of the first strut wherein the support leg is movable abont 
the axis of the first strut to move into and out of coolanar ali gnment with the first 
strut and the crossbar, 
wherein each strut includes: 

111 first and second strut members adjacently situated in slid able relationship. 
whereby each strut may be raised and lowered by sliding its st rut members 
relative to each other, and wherein: 
L the first strut member has a locking aperture, and 
Ui the second strut mem ber includes spaced indentations defined along its 
length: 

(2) a locking member with a curved surface elasticallv biased to extend through the 
locking aperture m the first strut member and at least parti ally through one ofthe 
indentations of the second strut member, whereby the locking member defeatablv 
maintains the first and second strut members together. 
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(CURRENTLY AMENDED) The h^^ 

elastically biased by an elastic band extending about the first strut member. 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 13 wherein the elastic band is a helical spring. 

' (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 1 3 wherein the elastic band also extends about the second strut 
member. 

(CURRENTLY AMENDED ) The hurdle of dajm 1: 

fr. wherein t he crossbar hitludcj a handle aperture ex t en d in g tbr o ugfrth e cr o ssbar 

b et w e en t he bar e nds; and 
br ftn Uier compririitg a c o ll e cti o n handle harrhrg a shaft sized t o ex t en d t hr o ugh t h e 

handl e apei tur e . 
A hurdle comprising : 

a, an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends. 

^herein the crossbar includes a handle aperture extending through the crossbar 

between the bar ends; 
b^ a first strut descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar; 
^ a second stmt descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar, the 

second strut beinttspaced from the first strut: 

d. an at least substan tiallv horizontal lower support leg extendingfrom the first strut 
at or near the bottom of the first strut, wherein th e supp ort leg is movable about 
rh q flxis of the first strut to move into and out of coplanar alignment with the first 
strut and the crossbar: and 

e. a collection handle having a shaft sized to extend through the handle aperture- 
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(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 16 wherein the shaft ofthecollectioa handle fiortherindudes; 

a. a first end sized such that it cannot extend through the handle aperture, and 

b. a second end: 

(1) ordinarily sized to extend through the handle aperture, and 

(2) reconfigurable to a size that cannot extend through the handle aperture. 

(CURRENTLY AMENDED) A hurdle comprising: 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends; 

b. spaced first and second struts descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar, 
each strut including: 

(1) first and second strut members adjacently situated in translatable relationship, 
whereby each strut may be raised and lowered by translating its strut members 
Vr relative to each other, and 

}y (2) i a locking member elasticity biased to extend fr 

Y least partially through the second strut member, whereby the locking member 

defeatably maintains the first and second strut members together, and 

c. a lower support leg extending from the first strut at or near the bottom of the first strut* 
wherein the second strut member includes indentations defined therein into which the 
locking member extends, the indentations being spaced along its length. 



(CANCELED) 

(CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle oftdmnri^daimlS wherein the first strutmember 
includes a locking aperture defined therein through which the locking member extends. 

(CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle o f claim 1 9 claim 18 wherein the locking member is 
elastically biased by an elastic band extending about the first strut member. 
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22. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 21 wherein the elastic band is a helical spring. 


\yy 23, (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 21 wherein the elasticband also extends aboutthe second strut 




member. 


j^j} 24. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 21 wherein the elastic baud extends through the locking 
member. 


(CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle of claim 1 8 w h ere in: 

herein t he second stmt member is telescopically situated within the first stmtpmd 
in th e s e cond strut member includ es s p ac e d ind e ntati o ns d e fin e d al o ng its len g th in to 

which - Ih c l o cking member extends. 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 1 8 wherein the support leg is movable about the axis of the first 
strut to move into and out of coplanar alignment with the first strut arid the crossbar. 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 1 8 wherein the support leg is movable with respect to the upper 
crossbar between; 

tL a folded state wherein the outer leg end is situated at least substantially within a plane 

common to the first and second struts, and 
b. a supporting state wherein the outer leg end is situated out of aplane common to the first 

and second struts. 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 1 8 wherein the support leg is rotatable about the axis of the first 
strut. 
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(CURRENTLY AMENDED) Th e hur d l e o f claim 18 wh e r e i n th e sup po rt l e g tci i nitiate s 
in a eo thu - i ota t ably fit ab o u t th e first strut 
A hurdle comprising: 

3i an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends: 
hi spaced first and second stmts descending at least substantially vertically from the 
crossbar, each strut including: 

(1) first and second stmt members adjacently situated in translatable 
relationship, whereby each stmt may be raised and lowered bv translating 
its strut members relative to each other, and 
Oi a locking member elastically biasedlo_e*tend from the first stmt member 
and at least partially through the second strut member, whereby the 
locking member defeatablv m aintains th g first and second stmt members 
tagging 

c. a lower support leg extendingfromthefirst strut at or near the bottom of the first 
stmt, wherein the snnnort leg terminates in a collar rotatabtv fit about the first 
strut 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 29 wherein the collar is closely situated between a p air of stops 
" radially protruding from the first strut 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 3 0 wherein an elastomeric ring extends about the first strut 
between the collar and one of the stops, whereby the elastomeric ring bears against the collar and 
resists rotation of the collar about the first strut 
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tCUHRENTLY AMENDED) The hu r dle of claim 

m wbej eiu the cr oss ba r in c ludes a handle ap e rture erttirfhtg thr o ugh t he cr o ssbar 

b e t ween (he bar ends; and 

to: farther com p ri s i n g a c o llection h,andlchaymgashaftslml to e xt e nd th ro ugh t he 

handle aperture; 
A hurdle comprising! 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends, 
wherein the crossbar includes a handle aperture extending through the crossbar 
between the bar ends: 

b. spaced first and second struts descending at least substan tially vertically from the 
crossbar, each strut including: 

OJ first and second strut niembers adiacentW situated in tranglatablg 
relationship, whereby each strut may be raised and lowered by translating 
its strut members relative to each other, and 

£2) a locking member elasticaDv biased to extend from the first strut member 
and at least partially through the second strut member, whereby thy 
locldnymemberdefeatablvmaintftins the fir st and second strutmemfaers 
together: 

& a lower support leg extending from the first strut at or near the bottom of th e first 
strut: and 

cL a collection handle having a shaft sized to extend through the handle aperture. 



33 . (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 32 wherein the shaft of the collection handle further includes : 

a. a first end sized such that it cannot extend through the handle aperture, and 

b. a second end: 

(1) ordinarily sized to extend through the handle aperture, and 

(2) reconfigurable to a. size that cannot extend through the handle aperture. 
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(CURRENTLY AMENDED) A hurdle comprising: 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends; 

b. spaced first and second stmts descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar, 
each strut including: 

(1) first and second stiutmerabersadjacently situatedk^ 

each strut may be raised and lowered by sliding its strut members re] ative tp each 
other, and 

(2) lockingmeansforlockingtheifr^ 
spaced locations, 

an at least sub stanti ally horizontal lower support leg extending from the first strut at or near 
the bottom of the first strut, wherein the lower support leg: 

(1) is movable about the axis of the first strut to move into and out of coplanar 

alignment with the first strut and the crossba r, and 
QH terminates in a collar rotatablv fit about the first strut. 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 3 4 wherein the support leg is rotatable about the axis of the first 
strut 



(CANCELED) 

(CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle of ctaim-36 claim 34 wherein the collar is closely 
situated between a pair of stops radially, protruding from the first strut. 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 37 wherein an elastomeric ring extends about the first strut 
between the collar and one of the stops, whereby the elastomeric ring bears against the collar and 
resists rotation of the collar about the first strut. 
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(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 34 wherein: 

the second strut member includes indentations spaced along its length, and 
S> b. the locking meansincludes aloddog member extending fromthefirst stmt member into one 

of the indentations on the first stmt member. 


0. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 39 wherein; 

a. the locking member is elastically biased to extend from the first strut member into one of 
the indentations on the second stmt member, and 

b. the locking member has a curved surface extending into this indentation. 


1 . (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 3 9 wherein the first strut member includes a locking aperture 
through which the locking member extends. 


(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 4 1 wherein the lockingmemberbeJastically biased to extend 
through the locking aperture and into one of the indentations on the second stmt member. 


43 . (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 42 wherein the locking member is elastically biased by an 
elastic band extending about the first strut member. 



44. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 43 wherein the elasticband also extends about the second stmt 


member. 


45. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 43 wherein the elastic band is a helical spring. • 
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/(CURRENTLY AMENDED) Th e h ur dl e of Uaim 34. 
m wh e rein the ci ossfaai iuiludcs a handle aper t ure e st e u din g-t h ro u g h t h e cro ssba r 

between the bar ends; and 
b: further compt tsmg a c o ll e c t ion handl e having a s h aft s i red t o extend thr o ugh the 

handle ap ert ure; 
A hurdle comprising: 

^ an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends. 

wherein the crossbar includes a handle aperture extending through the crossbar 

between the bar ends.. 
k spaced first and second struts descending at least substantially vertically from the 

crossbar, each strut including: 

(XX first and second strutmembers adjacently situated in slidable relationship. 

hereby each strut may be raised and lowered bv sliding its strut members 

relative to each other, and 
{4) locking means for locking the first an d second strut members together at 

discretely ggagej locations, 
c. an at least sub stantially horizontal lower support leg extending from the first strut 
at or near the bottom of the first strut wherein the lower support leg is movable 
about the axis of the first strut to move into and out of coplana r alignment with the 
first strut and the crossbar: and ffflr 
dL a collection handle having a shaft sized to extend through the handle ffoerture. 

47. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 46 wherein the shaft of the collectioiihandle further includes: 

a. a first end sized such that it cannot extend through the handle aperture, and 

b. a second end: 

(1) ordinarily sized to extend through the handle aperture, and 

(2) reconfigurable to a size that cannot extend through the handle aperture. 
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48. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A hurdle comprising: 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends; 

b. spaced first and second struts descending from the crossba r, whereio each strut 
includes: 

£1} first and second vVtrut members ad | ft ten tlvsiniated in slidahle relationship, 
whereby each strut mav be ra ised and lowered by sliding Its strut members 
relative to each other, and 
(21 a locking member which defeat ably engages the first and second strut 
members toge ther at discretely spaced locations along the leuEth of the 
second stmt; and 
and whyrein; 

k the second strut member includes indentations defined therein, the 
indentations being discretely spaced along the length of the second strut 
member, and 

the locking member is elast icallv biased to extend from the first strut 
member into one of the indentations of the second strut member, 

c. a lower support leg extending from the .first stxut at ornear the bottom of the first strut and 
terminating at an outer leg end, wherein the lower support leg is movable with respect to 
the upper crossbar between: 

(1) afolded state wherein the outer leg end is situated at least substantially within a 
plane common to the first and second struts, and 

(2) a supporting state wherein the outer leg end is situated out of a«plane common to 
the first and second struts. : 


V 


r. 


1)V 
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(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 48: 

a. wherein the crossbar includes a handle aperture extendiog through the crossbar between 
the bar ends; and 

b. further comprising a collection handle having a shaft sized to extend through the handle 
aperture. 


(2)014 


(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 49 wherein the shaft of tip collection hau dl e further includes: 

a. a first end sized such that it cannot fit through thejj handle aperture, and 

b. a second end movable into and out of coaxial relationship with the shaft. 




(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 48 wherein the lower support leg is rotatable about the axis of 
the first strut. 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of dahn48 wherein an elastomec ic member situated on the first strut 
bears against the support leg and resists motion of the support leg between the folded and 
supporting states, 

(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 52 wherein the elastomeric member is an elastomeric ring 
extending about the first strut. 


6. (CANCELED) 


(CANCELED) 
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